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OPIUM EATING. 


Tue following particulars respecting the baneful effects of indulging in 
the intoxication of opium are gathered from the history of a patient, now 
in the North London Hospital, under Dr. A. T. Thomson, for phthisis 
pulmonalis. 

Elizabeth Marden, aged 35, was admitted May 26th. About seven- 
teen years ago she began to suffer from a pain in the right iliac region, 
for which a medical gentleman ordered her to take ten drops of lauda- 
num, night and morning. ‘This was gradually increased, the pain con- 
tinuing, until at last she took three teaspoonfuls every four hours, night 
and day. 5 

At first ten drops relieved the pain, but it was found necessary to 
increase the dose to produce the same effect. So that the three tea- 
spoonfuls at last did not produce so much relief as did the ten drops at 
first. The effect of the small doses was simply to produce a relief from 
the pain, without exerting any other particular influence on the body or 
mind. As the dose was increased, however, she found it produce a 
very comfortable condition of the mind. She felt very lively and cheer- 
ful, and was capable of doing any quantity of work ; it also produced a 
sense of warmth over the whale body. She had severe family afflictions, 
but was not at all distressed by them whilst under the influence of opium, 
though she felt them severely at other times. If she passed over the 
usual time for taking a dose, she felt the most distressing sensations about 
the joints, not of pain, but such as she is unable to describe. She suf- 
fered involuntary motions of the arms, fingers, and toes ; numbness in 
the limbs and body generally ; profuse perspiration, nausea, vomiting, 
and loss of appetite ; a saline taste in the saliva, and a bad taste in the 
mouth ; tremor in the limbs ; great sense of debility and lassitude ; the 
memory and mental powers generally became greatly impaired, attended 
by a miserable depression of the spirits. These symptoms were all re- 
lieved by a repetition of the dose. The opium also produced constipa- 
tion, not more than. one motion occurring in a week, and she does not | 
recollect whether that was produced by medicine or not. If the dose 
was deferred, she had always severe headache. Her sense of smell was 
so much impaired that she could perceive no pungency in snuff ; hei 
taste was so much lost that she could not distinguish pepper or mustard ; 
and her hearing was become so deficient that she could hardly detect the 
voice of any one who spoke ; yet her own voice sounded most disagree- 
ably loud to her. Her touch was so much affected that she could not 
execute any needle-work. The acuteness of all her senses was restored 
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by the usual dose, the want of which was indicated by flushing and heat 
of the face. During the period of taking the opium she had very little 
sleep, and in the intervals she could not attempt to sleep from want of 
the desire, so that she generally worked all night. What sleep she had 
was generally in the day-time, and that litte was much confused and 
easily ended. About five or six years ago, ber resources being exhaust- 
ed, she obtained admission into Guy’s Hospital. Her laudanum here 
was left off for the first three days, and all the above symptoms continued ; 
also now, for the first time, she appeared to see the most frightful ani- 
mals and other objects in the ward. The symptoms were again relieved 
by her usual doses. Her doses were left off, however, and medicines 
were given her thrice a day, containing camphor and a diminished quan- 
tity of landanum, but how much she cannot say, with about a bottle and 
a half of Port wine daily. She took these for three entire months before 
the symptoms began to abate, with other cordial medicines and wine to 
the end of the fourth month, when she left the hospital. ‘The laudanum 
was being decreased during the whole time, and when she left the hospi- 
tal she took a teaspoonful in the course of the day. On returning home, 
and being dependent on her friends, she was obliged to discontinue the 
laudanum and wine, and was even unable to get beer. She was now 
more miserable than before, all the symptoms returning with increased 
severity, and for the first six monihs she was almost entirely helpless. 
She was then first affected with pain in her chest, and a cough, which 
has continued ever since. She was twelve months at home before the 
above distressing symptoms disappeared. The only consequences of her 
Opium eating at present are, a very much impaired taste, numbness of the 
limbs, coldness of the feet, inability to walk far without aching pains in 
the limbs, and a general sense of lassitude. 

In making some remarks on opium eating, Dr. Elliotson observed that 
he had never before seen a case in which opinm had been discontinued. 
It was unquestionably the most fascinating of all intoxicating agents, the 
ecstacies produced on the mind by it being more entrancing than those 
produced by wine. Wine seemed to invigorate the animal frame, opium 
the intellectual powers. Its effects on the system were generally of the 
most baneful kind. He had seen cases in which there was no constipa- 
tion, though generally that was a consequence of opium eating. The 
Opium eater was generally known by his care-worn countenance, and his 
emaciated and dirty appearance. Dr. E. had been informed by an offi- 
cer in the East India Service, that when opium eaters were taken pri- 
soners, and kept for some time without the drug, they became ruddy and 
plump, instead of remaining pale and fleshless. Their sufferings at first 
were generally very intense, but these wore off by degrees. In the case 
of Mr. De Quincy, the ‘+ English opium eater,’? who reduced his dose 
in one day from 8000 drops of laudanum to 1000 drops, he experienced 
no inconvenience ; on the contrary, the melancholy which had for some 
time oppressed him, subsided. ‘To these remarks the reporter of the 
present case adds the following :— | 

The action of opium is different in different persons ; in some produc- 
ing a subdued melancholy, in others creating a temporary insanity. The 
emotion of the mind which predominates at the time, is generally increased 
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by opium ; but the most common effect of the drug is to produce a feel- 
ing of liveliness and happiness. ‘The writer is acquainted with the editor 
of one of the most influential morning newspapers, who is subject to 
hy pochondriacism, and takes a grain of opium about once a fortnight, the 
effect generally remaining for that period of time, and producing in him 
a most pleasant and comfortable feeling. The late Duchess of Gordon 
is sald to have owed much of her wit and vivacity in company to the 
swallowing of laudanum, to which she was much addicted, and the con- 
versational powers of Coleridge were influenced by the same cause. The 
dreams of the opium eater are at first highly gorgeous, but when the sto- 
mach becomes disordered by the long-continued use of the drug, nothing 
can exceed the horror and gloominess of his visions. Persons of a poet- 
ical temperament are often addicted to opium, the inhabitants of the 
poetical climates of ‘Turkey and Persia especially. Mr. Madden in his 
Travels says, that he knew a Turk who could not rise from his couch 
until he had stimulated his frame with a drachm of opium, and then he 
was most animated and cheerful. He used to take three drachms of solid 
opium in the day. The writer (the reporter) knew a young woman who 
took one ounce and a half of laudanum daily, and a retired naval officer 
who a short time since took two drachms spinon inaday. By great 
persuasion, the writer induced him to decrease the dose gradually, and 
he now requires only two scruples to produce the same effect as was 
before produced by the two drachms. At one time he had diminished 
the dose to filteen grains, but in consequence of some domestic calamity 
he became melancholy, and flew to larger doses. His bowels generally 
require very strong purgatives to move them. He has little appetite, 
and is subject to occasional attacks of distressing sickness. He only 
takes his dose once in the twenty-four hours, but if be suffers any time 
beyond that to elapse, he becomes wretchedly melancholy. He occa- 
sionally drinks freely, but does not find any difference between the effect 
of opium and alcohol. —Lancet. 


A CASE OF CHOREA SUCCESSFULLY TREATED WITH FOWLER'S 
SOLUTION OF ARSENIC. 


BY ROBERT C. CUMMING, M.D. OF FREDERICK CO., MARYLAND. 


Tue embarrassment experienced by the practitioner in the treatment of 
some of the diseases usually denominated nervous, is a matter of frequent 
complaint, and of this number chorea may be considered one of the most 
conspicuous. Although high authorities have testified in strong terms, 
to the almost infallible efficacy of their favorite modes of treating this 
disease, yet the physician will meet with signal disappointment, who re- 
lies with much confidence upon any particular plan, until at least its pa- 
thology, now unquestionably obscure, shall be better understood. The 
following case is related, not because of any novel feature it presents, 
but merely to exemplify the value of an article already favorably known 
as a remedy in this distressing affection. 


Rebecca D., ztat. 14, was attacked on the 7th of April, 1834, with 
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slight convulsive motions of the muscles of the face, arms and legs, which 
were accompanied with some degree of lassitude and languor. ‘These 
symptoms continued to increase for about ten days, when I was requested 
to see her. I found the following symptoms present. All the muscles 
of voluntary motion were affected, those of the face, neck and extremities 
particularly ; there was an inability to remain for any length of time in 
any one position, the spasmodic action being so violent as to turn the 
patient suddenly and involuntarily, from side to side. The pulse was 
regular, though somewhat irritable ; the tongue covered with a thick yel- 
lowish coat. No pain was complained of, except in the lumbar region, 
with some degree of tension and fulness about the lower part of the ab- 
domen. Her appetite was not impaired, though deglutition was very 
difficult, and there was an inability to convey food or drink to her mouth ; 
the vocal organs were algo so much affected as to render her articulation 
indistinct. No remission of the symptoms was observable, except dur- 
ing sleep ; and of this she enjoyed only about four hours in the twenty- 
four, when merely slight contractions about the face and neck occurred. 

Considering the treatment recommended by Dr. Hamilton as particu- 
larly appropriate to this case, I at once commenced the use of purgatives, 
and continued them steadily and perseveringly for one week, but with an 
aggravation rather than a diminution of the syinptoms. Supposing from 
the age of the patient, the pain in the Jumbar region, &c. that the symp- 
toms might be connected with an effort of nature to produce the men- 
strual secretion, | now combined emmenagogues with the purgatives, and 
continued their joint administration for some time longer, but still without 
lessening the severity of the symptoms. Believing that 1 had given this 
plan a fair trial, without deriving benefit from it, I now resolved to insti- 
tute a tonic course, and forthwith administered some of the preparations 
of iron, with some of the most efficient vegetable tonics, but yet without 
any obvious advantage. My attention now was directed to Fowler’s 
arsenical solution, of which I ordered eight drops three times a day, gra- 
dually increasing it to filleen drops. A very material improvement was 
apparent as soon as the effect of the remedy on the system was mani- 
fested by a swelling of the integuments about the face, when it was sus- 
pended for some days, and then resumed for a few days longer. In ten 
or twelve days from the commencement of its exhibition, the symptoms 
had abated in a considerable degree, and about a week more established 
a perfect cure. The patient has never had a return of her malady, and 
is now in possession of excellent health.—N. 4. Archives. 


PAROXYSMAL SELF-LIMITED DISEASES. 
FROM DR. BIGELOW’S DISCOURSE. 


WE come next to a second order of self-limited diseases, of which the 
term paroxysmal is sufficiently descriptive. This term applies to certain 
morbid affections, which recur in fits or paroxysms, leaving the patient 
comparatively well in the intervals, at the same time that the paroxysms 
themselves can neither be foreseen, prevented, nor, as far as we know, 
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materially abridged in their duration. At the head of this subdivision 
stands epilepsy, a disease which has been long eminent as an opprobrium 
of medicine, and for which, it is believed, the healing art has aot yet 
devised acure. The first attacks of epilepsy, especially while there is 
any doubt as to the nature of the malady, are usually made the subjects 
of active and various treatment. But after the recurring paroxysms have 
established the character of the disease, if active medical practice is per- 
severed in, it is rather to satisfy the anxiety of friends, than the judginent 
of the practitioner. ‘ 

Angina pectoris, #ppropriately called by Dr. Good, sternalgia, is a 
paroxysmal disease, which controls its own movements. The anatomical 
character of this disease is not well understood, and I may add, the same 
is true of its medical treatment. And in this place it may be proper to 
state, that various incurable lesions of the heart, lungs, brain, and other 
viscera, do not apparently destroy life by a regular, undeviating march ; 
but that as far as their outward phenomena afford evidence, they seem to 
proceed by alternate fits and pauses, undergoing, in their progress, all 
states, except that of retrogradation. This is apparently true in regard 
to tubercles, ossification, hypertrophy, and some other morbid alterations. 
It is also even true in regard to old age itself. 

Thirty years ago, we might have added gout to the opprobrious list 
under consideration. But as we may now be said to possess the means 
of shortening the paroxysms, by the use of certain acrid narcotics, and 
as an abstemious life goes far towards lessening the frequency and vio- 
lence of the recurrence, we may be justified in withdrawing gout from 
the place it would otherwise occupy. 

The diseases of mania and melancholy, asthma, when it depends on 
emphysema of the lungs, gravel in the kidneys, and the symptoms pro- 
duced by ascarides in the rectum, furnish other examples of maladies, 
which manifest themselves in unforeseen paroxysms. Cases, which bear 
the names of all the above diseases, are undoubtedly relieved, and some- 
times even removed by medicine ; but it is equally true, that other cases 
are wholly intractable, both as to their recurrence, their duration, and 
their susceptibility of much change from medical treatment. And it will 
come to the recollection of many practitioners, that they have, in the 
course of their lives, believed themselves to have cured these diseases, 
when in fact they have only witnessed the spontaneous subsidence of a 
paroxysm. 


MERCURIAL TREATMENT IN WHITE SWELLING. 


FROM M. LISFRANC’S LECTURES AT LA PITIE. 


A new method of internal treatment in white swelling has been proposed 
by Dr. O’Beirne of Dublin ; it consists in giving internally calomel in 
doses strong enough to bring on salivation in a few days. As soon as 
this phenomenon sets in, the pain disappears as it were by magic, the 
tumor diminishes, and articulation returns rapidly to its normal state. 
These seductive promises were supported by seven cases contained in 
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Dr. O’Beirne’s memoir, and it therefore became a matter of high im- 
portance to determine how far they merited confidence. The number 
of patients affected with white swelling, who present themselves at La 
Pitié, is sufficiently great ; and since the end of 1834, up to the present 
day, we have made a great many experiments on the subject. Let me 
remark, in the first place, that we followed exactly M. O’Beirne’s for- 
mula, which is Calomel gr. xviii. ; Pulv. Opii gr. iii. F. vi. pilule; 
pr. i. omni tri-hora. The six pills are enough for one day ; they are 
repeated next morning, and so on until the salivation is well established. 

Whenever the white swelling existed in an acute stage, the pain dis- 
appeared with wonderful rapidity, and the tumor underwent at the same 
time a remarkable diminution ; so far the assertions of the Dublin surgeon 
were fully confirmed. But it was by no means the same when the tu- 
mor so treated had been reduced to the chronic stage, or when the pa- 
tient, from the beginning of the treatment, presented only the chronic 
symptoms. 

We have multiplied these experiments at the hospital, and have even 
prescribed the mercurial pills in town ; the results were exactly similar 
to what has been mentioned. Generally the first pills determine a slight 
diarrhoea ; in rare cases vomiting ; but other accidents soon cease, and 
especially so when once salivation has set in. In some patients it begins 
the first or third day ; but most commonly it requires five or six days, 
and, consequently, twenty or thirty pills. In one single case we have 
given up to sixty pills without producing salivation ; the patient had just 
come out of another hospital, where he had been treated with mercury. 
In this case, also, the vomiting, excited by the calomel, persisted for a 
long time, and returned at intervals. 

How are we to explain the astonishing action of this remedy on white 
swelling in the acute stage ? Some persons have latterly recommended 
mercury as an antiphlogistic. We know that mercurial frictions on the 


affected parts have dissipated erysipelatous inflammations, calmed peri- © 


tonitis, or even inflammation of the liver. On the other hand, the Eng- 
lish make great use of mercury internally in most inflammations ; but in 
the first place they do not push the mercury in all these cases to saliva- 
tion, and the results of the mercurial treatment in syphilis seem to con- 
clude against this pretended antiphlogistic property, for it is well esta- 
blished that mercury only exasperates the inflammatory period of chancre, 
and in general of all inflammatory venereal symptoms. 

The question of the properties of mercurial preparations is far from 
being settled definitively, and as to the cases which occupy us, we can- 
not explain its action by the laws of ordinary revulsion, since neither the 
diarrhoea nor the vomiting. which it sometimes produces has any effect on 
the tumor, while that of salivation is at once so quick and powerful. If 
we compare this new method with the ancient, we must confess, that in 
acute cases it produces immense advantages ; the incessant pains and the 
irritability of the tumor, which required often four, six, or even ten 
months, to dissipate them, here yield in a few days, and do not return. 
The patients are also spared the loss of strength produced by frequent 
sanguineous emissions ; finally, the latter frequently fail to relieve the 
patient from the pain, which keeps him constantly awake, and hitherto 
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the calomel has constantly succeeded. In one of our patients the pain 
was intolerable, and resisted every means. Salivation, brought on in a 
few days, dissipated it instantaneously, with every other inflammatory 
symptom. But when the inflammatory element has been removed, the 
action of calomel becomes null, or at least much less than before, and 
hence we may see how important it is to distinguish, as we have done, 
between the two stages of the disease.— Lancet. 


TOBACCO AS AN ANTIDOTE TO CONTAGION. 
FROM DR. ALLEN’S ESSAY. 


Ir has been said, and, indeed, it is a common opinion, that tobacco 
Operates as an antidote to contagious and infectious diseases. This idea 
is gratuitous and fallacious. If in this respect the use of tobacco have 
any effect, it must invite rather than prevent those diseases. The natu- 
ral tendency of tobacco is to enfeeble and prostrate the vital powers, and 
by these means, it must obviously favor an attack of any prevailing epi- 
demic, whether contagious or not. 

Diemerbrock has usually been quoted as authority for the anti-conta- 
gious character of tobacco, because when he attended patients having the 
plague, he smoked it ; but it should be observed that he kept constantly 
‘* chewing the seeds of the lesser Cardanum ; a practice, sufficient to 
create an almost perpetual habit of spitting, which, I am disposed to 
think,”? says Van Swieten, ** was of more service to him than any of the 
medicinal powers of the tobacco. I have heard of a very worthy divine,” 
continues V. S. “*who often attended, and that for a considerable time 
together, not as a physician to the body, but of the soul, persons dying of 
the plague, without ever taking it himself; and he attributed his immunity 
from this dreadful scourge, to the bean, called St. Ignatius’s bean, a bit 
of which he kept constantly rolling in his mouth.” 

The nux vomica and tobacco are analogous in character, and both 
deadly narcotic poisons ; to neither of which is there any substantial evi- 
dence that the doctor or the priest owed their exemption from disease. 
They escaped the pestilence, and so have thousands of others in similar 
circumstances, without the use of any antidote. 

It is a fact, universaliy admitted, that other causes which enervate the 
body facilitate an attack from prevailing ailments. Consequently, if to- 
bacco be no worse than other innoxions agents, such as fatigue, anxi- 
ety, &c. its use under such circumstances is not justifiable. Cullen, 
whose opinions I always quote with a kind of reverence, although he 
discards the idea that tobacco contains any antidote to any contagion, 
or that it has any antidotical powers, admits that ‘* by diminishing the 
sensibility of the nervous system, its use may render men less liable to 
contagion, by rendering the mind less active and anxious.” The anti- 
dotical powers of tobacco are placed upon the same footing with those of 
wine, brandy and opium. The only tenable ground, then, for the use of 
tobacco as an antidote to contagion, is that it stupifies, and by that means 
prevents the danger from being discovered. A wise man foresees the 
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danger and avoids it, or else prudently prepares for its approach, relying 
on the goodness and protection of Divine Providence. A reasonable, 
consistent and conscientious man, in lieu of benumbing his intellectual 
faculties by the use of tobacco, opium, or alcohol, on occasions of dan- 
ger from infectious diseases, will find a more safe and sure solace by a 
rigid regard to his virtues, bis passions, and a faithful discharge of all his 
duties, leaving the event with God his Protector. The most safe and 
sure method to avoid infectious diseases is by a virtuous course of con- 
duct, to secure that habitual calmness and serenity of mind which con- 
stitute true happiness, and which are at the same time so essential to 
health and long life. 


7Equanimitas sola, atque unica felicitas.” 


Facts, however, are not wanting to prove that the users of tobacco, 
or alcoholic liquid, are even more liable to be attacked by epidemic and 
contagious diseases than those who make no use of these articles. 

The cholera, it is well known, affected most seriously intemperate 
users of these ingredients. Similar observations have been made re- 
specting nearly all preceding extensive epidemics. It is in fact a matter 
of curious moment that so much astonishment should have been expressed 
and written upon this subject, as though some novel and strange event 
had occurred in this recent visitation of the fatal cholera. Intemperance 
has ever made victims for pestilential and epidemic diseases. The great 
plague of London in 1665, we are informed by the illustrious Sydenham, 
was most severe on those ‘‘ who were poorly fed and were intemperate.” 
The dram-drinkers and tobacco-chewers experienced most heavily the 
effects of the yellow fever at Philadelphia in 1793. ‘* Tobacconists, 
and persons who used tobacco,” said Dr. Rush, ‘‘did not escape the 
disease, although snuff-takers were more devoted to their boxes than 
usual.”? Intemperance in eating or drinking seldom failed of exciting the 
fever. The experienced Dr. Lind long since observed that ‘‘ intempe- 
rance in eating disposes to tropical fevers.”? Intemperance in the use 


of tobacco, from its known noxious effects upon the human system, must 
have a worse tendency. 


EMPLOYMENT OF GELATINE FOR FOOD. 
TRANSLATED FROM THE GAZETTE DES HOSPITAUX FOR MAY LAST. 
BY J. CHICKERING, M.D. BOSTON. 
{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. } 
M. Donne read a second memoir, in which his principal object was to 
prove :— 
1. That the employment of this substance has been proposed and 


adopted for the sustenance of the poor and the sick in the hospitals, with- 
out any other knowledge of its alimentary properties than what is derived 
from analogy. 

2. That before his direct experiments, no one had investigated the 


true action of this substance on man and other animals, under any appre- 
ciable circumstances. 
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3. That since its adoption in the diet of the hospitals, and especially 
since the doubts raised by him (M. Donné), numerous facts and impos- 
ing testimonies declare against the two principal qualities attributed to 
gelatine—its value as an alimentary substance, and the alleged economy 
of using it in the expense of our great establishments of charity. 

In support of the first proposition, the author analyzes the different 
publications of M. Darcet. 

All his reasonings, says he, are grounded on this principle, that, as the 
ordinary broth derives its nutritive qualities only from the gelatine of the 
meat dissolved in the boiling water, it is possible to make a factitious 
broth as nutritious, and more so, than the ordinary broth, by dissolving 
in water a certain portion of dry gelatine ; and, in order to make it similar 
to the other in every respect, it will be sufficient to boil with it some 
vezetables and a little meat for seasoning. 

In favor of this there is, continues M. Donné, an alleged direct expe- 
riment ; it is that of a dog which was fed fifty-four days solely on gela- 
tine, and was well during the whole of the time, without observing any- 
thing remarkable, except his stools were suppressed from the sixth day. 

In opposition to this experiment, M. Donné adduced several other 
experiments in which he could not make dogs thrive on such food, and 
other experimenters afterwards succeeded no better, even when they 
added to the gelatine a certain portion of ordinary food. 

As to the experiments made by a commission of the Academy of Me- 
dicine, M. Donné regards them as inconclusive :— 

1. Because they were made atatime when doubts had not been 
raised respecting the nutritious properties of this substance, and, conse- 
quently, when men were less critical about proofs which they regarded 
as unnecessary. 

2. Because the gelatine then tried was not of the kind now in use, the 
gelatine prepared according to the method afterwards established by M. 
Darcet ; but it was the gelatine obtained from bones treated with hydro- 
chloric acid. M. Donné thinks that the excess of heat which cannot 
be avoided in the new mode of preparation, very frequently alters the 
substance. 

Besides, the report in question does not, says M. Donné, contain 
direct experiments on the alimentary properties of gelatine, properly so 
called, aud we know how easy it is to deceive ourselves in endeavoring 
to establish the elementary properties of any substance when we make 
experiments in hospitals where there is a system of prohibition regularly 
established against the introduction of unauthorized articles. 

In respect to the second proposition, that is, before the experiment of 
M. Donné no one had investigated the real action of gelatine on man 
and other animals, the author repeated the facts contained in his first 
memoir, and, as we gave an analysis of this work at the time it was 
presented to the Academy, we shall merely state that M. Donné sensibly 
felt the pains of hunger, by taking daily before dinner, with about a quar- 
ter of a pound of bread, 20 to 50 grammes of gelatine (14 to 35 ounces 
nearly), which were, according to M: Darcet, equivalent to 2 to 5 litres 
(1 to 24 quarts nearly) of good broth ; and that a dog, to which he gave 
with the same quantity of bread 120 to 240 grammes of gelatine (8; to 
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17 ounces nearly), on the fourth day refused to eat the gelatine, and very 
much lost flesh. 

With respect to the third proposition, which is in reality the principal 
object of the memoir, M. Donné supports it by a great number of argu- 
ments, but he first refers to the former opinion of M. Darcet on the qua- 
lities of gelatine broth. 

In the notes which this learned man appended to the report made in 
1814, he expresses himself thus: ‘The broth made in this manner is 
easily taken in jelly by cooling, which happens but rarely with meat 
broth ; it has likewise the advantage of being preserved a longer time 
than this last in hot and stormy weather.” Afterwards, in a note pub- 
lished in 1829, he positively says, that ‘the solution of gelatine, not 
being more concentrated than meat broth, being alkaline and not saline, 
has a bad odor, especially in the summer, if we let it alone ; but this in- 
convenience is easily prevented by acidulating the solution with lactic 
acid, tartaric acid, &c.”’ 

He now comes to the examination of a part very important for settling 
the question, which was not published in the report of the physicians of 
the Hétel Dieu, made by order of the councillor-general of the hospitals. 
MM. Gueneau de Mussy, Husson, Honoré, Sanson senior, Gendvin, 
Petit, Caillard, Breschet, Récamier, Magendie and Dupuytren, esta- 
blished in this report, dated Oct. 8, 1831: 

1. That broth prepared with a solution of gelatine and meat, has a 
turbid color, and a somewhat nauseous odor and taste ; that it has no 
fragrant qualities, nor a palatableness which is indispensable to good 
broth, and that it does not produce in the digestive organs the excitement 
sO necessary to easy digestion. | 

2. That meat boiled in a solution of gelatine has a reddish color which 
is offensive to those to whom it is given for food. 

3. That the process of extraction, were it more perfect, would not 
change the nature of gelatine, which is not a good aliment if it be nu- 
tritious. 

This report closed with expressing a desire to see the broth for the 
sick made by the old method. The authors having been informed that 
the council, before deciding on any measures in relation to their report, 
concluded to consult the physicians of the hospital of Saint Louis, ad- 
dressed to one of the administrative commission a letter on the subject, 
in which they requested that the employment of gelatine in the regular 
diet be provisionally suspended, and that the patients be not required to 
partake of a food, in respect to the bad quality of which all the physicians 
of the hospital are agreed. 

The council, by right of making this requisition, ordained the provi- 
sionary suspension of the use of gelatine as a diet in the Hétel Dieu, and 
it has not since been resumed. This substance also ceased to be used 
as a diet in the charity hospitals of Val-de-Grace. 

How has it happened, continues M. Donné, that the physicians of the 
hospital of Saint Louis have made the only exception, and that in this 
establishment the apparatus for preparing gelatine has till now continued 
in operation to the satisfaction, as is frequently said, of the physicians, 
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the sick and the attendants? There is, says M. Donné, no clear expl- 
nation of this fact, which still deserves explanation. 

‘¢ | have not been able,” continues M. Donné, ‘to inquire of the 
physicians and the patients, and learn whether all approve of the diet in 
their establishment ; [ shall not go into any detail respecting the particular 
object of this: hospital, in which those affected with eruptive diseases 
are generally exempted from affections of the digestive organs. I shall 
‘merely cite one posifive fact, which is, that at the hospital of Saint Louis, 
the gelatine is used as an addition to the regular diet, and never to the 
diminution of other substances. In this case, where is the advantage of 
gelatine ? I conceive of none, and I see a considerable increase of 
expense.” 

M. Donné then quotes long passages from two reports made by the 
administrative comnission, and which point out various inconveniences 
arising from the use of gelatine for food. In one of them, dated May 
25, 1831, reference is made to the means used for clarifying the broth, 
and for removing from it the disagreeable appearance it has in the dishes 
of the patients; and that the scum (l’ecume) produced by the gelatine 
solution is such that it cannot be removed without a silk sieve, and that 
chemical means for this purpose have not been successful, althongh the 
suggestions of M. Darcet have been exactly followed. 

The reporter adds, *¢ we can expect but little economy from the use 
of gelatine as a diet in the hospices, where old people, generally in good 
health, ought to have the whole allowance of meat which is assigned 
them by law.”? He estimates the outfit for establishing its use at Bicétre 
at 20,000 frances ($3,720), and the annual expense at 10,265 francs 
($1,909 49), without any income. 

M. Donné finally refers to some of the works which have been sub- 
mitted to the Academy since the reading of his memoir. Some per- 
sons, says he, have eluded the question in its chemical point of view, 
and in this respect the work of M. Gannal appears to me to contain some 
new ideas which deserve attention, 

As to the experiments of MM. Edwards and Babzac, they are, as is 
well known, in opposition to mine ; the commission of the Academy 
ought to appreciate their value, and weigh the conclusions which are 
drawn from them with the facts brought forward by the physicians of the 
Hotel Dieu, and with other information to which I have referred. 

M. Donné closes by citing a communication which he received in 
relation to the use of gelatine at Rouen. The patients expostulated 
against it. As to the soldiers, competent authority has required that the 
ordinary broth shall be given them. 


A CASE OF DESTRUCTION OF THE TESTICLE, 


PROBABLY BY THE FRESSURE OF A TUMOR, WHICH ENVELOPED THE SPERMATIC CORD, 
ITS NEIGHBORING BLOODVESSELS AND NERVES. 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


S1r,—I was called to see J. P., of Lisbon, Me. June 14th, 1835, who 
complained of an enlargement of the left testicle, which he informed me 
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commenced about three weeks before, with a little pain and soreness in 
the cord, which I concluded was caused by the gravity of the testicle. 
Not apprehending anything serious, I made no examination, bat ordered. 
him to suspend the testicle, gave him liniment to apply to the parts, and. 
ordered him a cathartic of jalap and calomel, to be followed with a dose 
of Epsom salts. I did not see him again till the 2d of July, when he 
informed me that the cord had not been so sore since using the bandage. 
I made an examination of the testicle, and found it considerably enlarged ; 
no fluctuation, nor any pain except in the cord, which was considerably 
swollen and quite tender to the touch. The testicle was very hard, sur- 
face smooth, and of a natural degree of heat. 

As this case did not present the general symptoms of diseases of the 
testicle, and there being a degree of constitutional irritation, and the 
pulse full and hard, I bled him, gave a cathartic of jalap and calomel, and 
put him on a course of blue pill with a Dover’s powder at night. - Con- 
tinued this course till the 19th without any effect on the gums, and as 
his strength seemed to fail, ordered him some tonics. 

24th.—No alteration of the testicle (except a small water blister on 
the apex of the scrotum, which gradually enlarged), till the 27th, when 
I called J. Merrill, M.D. in consultation. We concluded to make an 
Opening into the testicle, to ascertain, if possible, the nature of the 
disease. 

I introduced the lancet in the place where the skin was broken (which 
had enlarged considerably, and had begun to turn black), an inch and a 
half. There was no sensation in the part, where the incision was made; 
and in fact the patient did not know that it had been laid open, tll he was 
told. No discharge followed at the time. The probe was introduced 
with ease in all directions, without any resistance or sensation to the patient. 
Ordered a cataplasm to be applied to the part, and renewed as often as 
necessary. Pulse at this time full, hard and rapid ; tongue considerably 
coated, and dark. Continued the Dover’s powder at night ; carb. soda 
every four hours, and blue pill as an alterative. From this time there 
was a gradual sinking, pulse from 80 to 100, tongue coated and black. 
The scrotum commenced sloughing away, so that in two or three days 
the testicle was seen to be entirely dead, so much so that a probe was 
passed into the testicle with ease, and without causing any pain. As the 
scrotum continued to slough off, I removed the testicle, and had a hope 
that I should find the cord in a healthy state ; but it was likewise dead, 
and no hemorrhage took place. The poultice was continued, and in a 
few days there was considerable discharge of a dark unhealthy pus. 
There was some pain in the back, which at the time I attributed to rest- 
ing on that part, it being the only position in which he could lie with 
any ease. 

There was nothing more remarkable till death, which took place the 
23d of August, during which time there was a gradual sinking, pulse from 
80 to 120 ; tongue continued coated and black till a few days before his 
death, and as the coat fell off, it presented a red surface. 

Post-mortem examination eight hours after death, assisted by J. Mer- 
rill, M.D. Found the intestines slightly inflamed, some adhesions, the 
liver enlarged, and gallbladder considerably distended with dark bile. 
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On removing the viscera, we found a large tumor closely adhered to the 
spine, extending from the os sacrum to the left kidney, which completely 
enveloped the spermatic cord, its neighboring bloodvessels and nerves. 3 
This, Sir, is a brief sketch of the case, from my note-book, which 
appeared to me interesting ; and as I do not recollect of ever having seen 
a case of the kind on record, I thought it might be of some use to give it 
a place in your valuable Medical and Surgical Journal. You are there- 
lore at liberty to dispose of it as you think proper. 
Yours, &c. JostaH Lane, M.D. 
Litile River Village, Me. September 25th, 1835. 


BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL 


BOSTON, OCTOBER 7, 1835. 


MEDICAL LITERATURE. 


Ir is in contemplation in France, to create a chair of medical literature. 
The idea is novel, but nevertheless one of great importance. When 
the professor of pathological anatomy has been appointed, according to 
the provisions of the will of M, Dupuytren, it must be acknowledged that 
the advantages for acquiring medical science will be superior in Paris, 
to those of all other cities in the world. Were lectures given in our old 
schools upon medical literature, for example at Boston, Philadelphia, 
New York and Baltimore, in all of which the means are ample, there 
being always students enough to sustain the system by the payment of a 
moderate fee, manifest advantages would accrue to the profession. A 
large proportion of the young men who are annually graduated doctors 
of medicine, have had opportunities for studying but little more than the 
technicalities of medicine, and its collateral branches: this is particularly 
the case with those whose early academical advantages were limited ; 
and however much they might have been inclined to accomplish them- 
selves by a general reading of those authors whose works exhibit the 
scholar and the man of science, they were really confined to the irksome 
labor of poring over text books, and following the daily routine of the 
lecture rooms and hospital. Thus, if such ever become familiar with the 
history and character of writings which constitute the medical learning of 
past ages, and connect it with the present, they necessarily labor to dis- 
advantage, and late in life, only, become possessed of the spirit of what 
they should have had in the beginning. Were students gradually made 
familiar with the archives of the healing art, and in an orderly manner 
presented with specimens of the ablest writers in all languages, by a 
teacher perfectly conversant with this important department, who, with 
judicious criticisms, carefully inculcated purity of style and elegance of 
diction, the reproach that physicians too frequently know nothing but 
terms, would no longer be tauntingly repeated. : 

In our own country, the writings of Dr. Rush, among others, are most 
admirable specimens of pure English ; and although changes have been 
effected by the progressive nature of the science to which his whole life 
was devoted, the principles he inculcated were based upon the rock of 
truth, which no revolution of opinions can overturn. His acquirements 
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in useful knowledge, and the agreeable, yet simple manner in which he 
endeavored to teach those who should in turn occupy the stage, when 
his days were numbered, will go down to remote generations as beautiful 
evidences of the advanced and elevated condition of the medical literature 
of the United States at the period in which they were embodied. Ina 
word, the more reflection there is bestowed upon this subject, the deeper 
will ve the interest that is felt in it ; a professor of a new branch will soon 
be considered a desideratum, as without his lectures no medical school 


in this country will have kept pace with the improvements in the cele- 
brated institutions of Europe. 


HISTORY OF 'THE CHOLERA IN NEW ORLEANS. 


WE have received from Dr. Michael Halphen, of New Orleans, an/inte- 
resting volume of 374 pages, comprising a detailed account by him of the 
cholera and yellow fever which reigned simultaneously in that city in 
1832, and of the former disease in 1833 and 1834, being a memoir to the 
Royal Academy of Medicine at Paris, in which place it was printed, and is 
of course inthe French language. A work on the cholera is not now 
read with that intense interest which a few years since it was sure to re- 
ceive ; but the results of long experience in regard to this desolating dis- 
ease cannot fail to be interesting to the medical practitioner, even if viewed 
in no other light than as historical memoranda. Dr. H. has bestowed 
great labor upon his memoir, and has applied it principally to that depart- 
ment of the work which must of necessity be the most valuable—the col- 
lection of facts. In his Preface he remarks— 

“The mode of treatment which we have adopted having been crowned 
with unexpected success, we have thought that it would be useful to give 
a series of cases, which, better than anything that we could say, would 
show the nature of the epidemic and the utility of our therapeutic method. 
We pretend not to offer a treatise on the cholera ; the reader will find in 
our pages neither erudition, citations, nor theories; it is a catalogue 
of facts which we present.” 

The treatment referred to above consisted principally in the adminis- 
tration of quinine and “ thridace.’? The author considers that there was 
no connection between the cholera and yellow fever which existed at the 
saine time in 1832 ; on the contrary, he remarks, that “ the antiphlogistic 
treatment in mitigating the effects of the yellow fever, has favored the 
development of the cholera, and that it is only in adopting an opposite 
mode of treatment that the new enemy has been successfully combated.” 
On this subject, he further remarks—“ I cannot but conclude that the 
cause of these two maladies differs as much as their effects on the animal 
economy, and that the cholera, an asthenic disease, necessarily produces 
a diversion in the effects of the yellow fever, a sthenic disease ; in the 
latter, the effects seem always to yield to the influence of the cholera, 
and never have I seen the cholera yield to that of the yellow fever—from 
whence [ am induced to believe that the deleterious power of the first is 
even more fatal than that of the latter.” 

We translate one more sentence relating to these two diseases. ‘ Per- 
sons not acclimated to the yellow fever, who have arrived while the two 
maladies were raging, have not in general been affected by it, as they 
would have been if the cholera had not existed ; and those among them 
who have had the cholera, have not been attacked so severely as persons 
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acclimated to yellow fever. I will also add, that many persons previously 
affected with gastro-enteritis, were wholly cured of it on the appearance 
of the cholera.”’ 

Dr. H. has recorded fifty-seven cases of the cholera treated by him in 
1932, and sixty-six in 1833. He has also given, under the heads of 
** Exposition,” ‘ Topography,”’ and ‘ Invasion of the Cholera,” a mass 
of valuable information in regard to the appearance of the cholera in dif- 
ferent parts of the United States, and to the sanitary regulations of New 
Orleans. In his remarks on this latter subject, he speaks plainly and 
w’ hout fear, and exposes some no very creditable instances of negligence 
“i regard to the prisons and the cemeteries in that city. We shall en- 
deavor to present further translations hereafter. 


Cholera in France.—Qur last medical advices from France, speak of 
the gradual spread and devastations of the cholera in the towns and vil- 
lages in the South; but at Marseilles and Toulon, it was subsiding. 
There were 1260 deaths out of 1373 cases, inthe latter place—a most 
fearful mortality indeed. Wherever there is the most suffering and dan- 
ger, owing either to the scarcity of physicians or the inexperience of those 
on the spot, the government, acting upon the broad spirit of benevo- 
lence, are continually sending young and active medical men to render 
assistance. 


Smallpox in Germany.—From the last annual report of the Hospital of 
La Charité, Berlin, we learn that the number of patients treated in the 
establishment for smallpox was 96 ; of which 81 were cured, 11 died, and 
4remained, The proportion of deaths to the cases was therefore as 
11:96, or 1 in 8.72. 


Diev—In Philadelphia, Dr. William Kennedy, aged 38. 


Whote number of deaths in Boston for the week ending Oct. 5,42. Males, 24— Females, 18. 

Of measles, 1]—infantile, 5—consumption. 6—cholera morbus, l—sudden, 1—lung fever, 1—ty- 
phous fever, 3—apoplexy, |—inflammation of the bowels, 1—tumor, 1—hooping cough, 2—accidentak, 
1—dropsy of the brain, L—s.nallpox, l—intemperance, 2—rheumatic, 1—teething, 1— 
ockjaw, 1. 


ADVERTISEM ENTS. 


MEDICAL SCHOOL IN BOSTON. 
Tue Mepicat Facruty of Harvard University announce to the public, that the Lectures will begin 
on the tirst Wednesday in Noveim., and continue thirteen weeks, after which time the regular course 
will be considered as terminated. But for the following four weeks, the Hospital and the Dissecting 
room will be kept open, and some Lectures will be given, without additional expense, to such stu- 
dents as may choose to remain. : 
The following Courses of Lectures will be delivered to the class of the ensuing season: 


Fees 
Anatomy, and the Operations of Surger by Joun C. Warren, M.D. $15 
Joun W. Werster, M.D. 15 
Midwifery and Medical Jurisprudence, Wa rer Cuannine, M.D. 10 
Materia Medica, 66 Jacor Brcetow, M.D. 10 
Principles of Surgery and Clinical Surgery, 10 
Theory and Practice of Physic, and Clinical Medicine, 15 


Joun Ware, MD. 

By an additional act of the Legislature of Massachusetts, the opportunities for the study of Practical 
Anatomy are now placed upon the most liberal footing. While the violation of sepulehres is pre- 
vented, it is anticipated that an ample supply of subjects for the wants of science, will be legally 
provided at a small expense. : 

The Massachusetts General Hospital is open without fee to Sindents attending the Lectures of the 
physicians and surgeons. This Institution contains about sixty beds, which are, most of the time, 
occupied by patients who are subjects partly of medical, and partly of surgical treatinent. Clinical 
Lectures are given several times in each week, and surgical operations are frequent. The number o 
surgical operations during the last five years has averaged about seventy in each year. 

To the Medical College is attached a Medical a Apparatus, 
and Collections illustrative of Midwifery, Materia Medica, and Healthy and Morbid Anatomy, 

Boston, June 12, 1835. June 24—tN1. WALTER CHANNING, Dean. 
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AN EXCELLENT CHANCE FOR A PHYSICIAN. 
A Puvsictan in one of the western counties of New Hampshire offers to sell his stand, situated in a 
nt and flourishing village, and no other physician within five miles. For further particulars, 
nquire of the Editor of this Journal, or of Dr. Richards, of Claremont, N. H. Oct 7 


BOYLSTON MEDICAL PRIZE QUESTIONS. 


_ Tue Boylston Medical Committee, appointed by the President and Fellows of Harvard University, 


consists of the following physicians, viz.—Joux C, Warren, M-D.—Rurus Wyman, M.D.—Grorce 
C. Suattruck, M.D.—Jacop Bicgetow, M.D.—Watrer CHanninc, M.D.—Joun B. Brown, M.D.— 
GrorGe Haywarp, M.D.—Joun Ranpati, M.D.—and Exocn Hare, Je M.D. 

At the annual meeting of the Committee held on Wednesday, Augusi 6th, 1835, a premium of fifty 
dollars, or a gold medal of that value, was awarded to Luther V. Belt, M.D. of Derry, N. H. fora 
dissertation on the following question—** W hat diet can be selected, which will insure the greatest 
probable health and strength to the laborer ia the climate of New England ; quantity and quality, and 
the time and manner of taking it, to be considered.” 

Another premium of the same value was awarded to Usher Parsons, M.D. of Providence, R. I. for 
a dissertation on this question—** What are the diagnostic marks of cancer of the breast; and is this 
disease curable ?”’ 

The following prize questions for the year 1836 are now before the “poole viz. 

‘¢ 1st. How far are the external means of exploring the condition of the internal organs to be consi- 
dered useful and important in medical practice ?”’ 

“2d, Do what extent is an active medical practice useful in the common continued fever of this 
country? 

Dissertations on these subjects must be transmitted, post paid, to John C. Warren, M.D. Boston, 
on or before the first Wednesday of April, 1836. 

The following questions are now offered for the year 1837, viz. 

“* Ist. What is the nature of Neuralgia, and what is the best mode of treating it ? ” 

©Od. To what extent, and in what places, has Intermittent Fever been indigenous in N. England?” 
‘ eee ee on these subjects must be transmitted as above, on or before the first Wednesday of 

ril, 1837, 
he author of the successful dissertation on either of the above subjects, will be entitled to fifty 
dollars, or a gold medal of that value, at his option. 

Each dissertation must be accompanied with a sealed packet, on which shall be written some 
device or sentence, and within shall be enclosed the author’s name and place of residence. 
same device or sentence is to be written on the dissertation to which the packet is attached, 

All unsuccessful dissertations are deposited with the Secretary, from whom they may be obtained, 
if called for within one year after they have been received. 

By an order adopted in the year 1826, the Secretary was directed to publish annually the following 
votes, viz. 

Ist. That the Board do not consider themselves as approving the doctrines contained in any of the 
dissertations to which the premiums may be adjudged. 

2d. That in case of the publication of a successtul dissertation, the author be considered as bound 
to print the above vote in connection therewith. GEORGE HAYWARD, Sec’y. 

Boston, August 22, 1835. ste3dw 

Publishers of Newspapers and Medical Journals, throughout the United States, are respectfully re- 

quested to give the above an insertion. 


THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS IN PHRENOLOGY, Part [., abridged. Likewise a Tract on the 
Vitalit; of the warm Blood and Air, abridged. By Exrisha Nortn, M.D. Both of these Tracts are 
for sale by the subscriber ; price 17 cents for each. ELISHA NORTH. 
New London, Ct., October, 1835. Oct 7 


. A STAND FOR A PHYSICIAN. 

A prysictan in the State of Maine, in a pleasantly situated, small, flourishing village, about 25 miles 
from Portland, wishes to dispose of his stand. Being a very eligible stand, and affording abundant 
practice, it offers a good opportunity for a physician to establish himself. For further particulars, 
apply to the Editor of the Journal ; if by anail, post-paid. Sept 23—3m 


MEDICAL INSTITUTION OF YALE COLLEGE... 

Tue annual Course of Lectures in this Institution will commence on Thursday, Nov. 5, 1835, and 
will continue seventeen weeks. There are at least five lectures daily throughout the term, anda 
part of the time six. The several branches are taught as follows, viz. : 

Principles and Practice of Surgery, by ‘Thomas Husgarp, M.D. 

Theory and Practice of Medicine, by Ext Ives, M.D. 

Chemistry and Pharmacy, by B. Situmman, M.D. 

Materia Medica and Therapeutics, by Witt1am M.D. 

Anatomy and Physiology, by J. Knicut, M.D. 

Obstetrics, by Timoiny P. Beers, M.D. 

The fee for each of the first five branches is $12,50, and for the last $6,00 , which, together with a 
nen fee of $5,00 and a contingent bill of $2,50, are to be paid in advance. The graduation 

ee is $15. 

Since the last term, extensive alterations have been made in the College buildings ;—those parts of 
it especially which are appropriated to anatomical purposes, have been made more extensive and 
commodious, and every facility will be afforded to those who wish to pursue the study of anatomy. 

The price of board, lodging, &c. in New Haven, is from $2 to $3 a week, and other necessary 
cles in proportion. (Sept. 3—ep6w.) 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday, by D. 
CLAPP, JR. at 134 Washington Street, corner of Franklin Street, to whom al! communications must 
be addressed, post-paid. J. V.C. SMITH, M.D. Editor. Itisalso published in Monthly Parts, on the 
Ist of every month, each Part containing the weekly numbers of the preceding month, stitched in a 
cover.—Price $3,00 a year in advance, $3,50 after three months, and $4,00 if not paid within the 
year.—Every seventh copy, gratis. Postage the same as for a newspaper. 
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